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AFRICA Climate Regions of Africa

Sahara Desert \
1 Climate is the kind of weather a place has. In a place
as large as Africa, there are different weather patterns in
different regions. Weather patterns include the amount
of rainfall and the temperatures of a region. In each area,
the kinds of plants that grow depend on the climate.
Africa has four major climate regions. The climate
regions of Africa include: deserts, grasslands, rain
forests, and mountains. Each region has its own kinds
of vegetation (plants), amounts of rainfall, and kinds
of animals.
Certain animals have adapted, or changed, to find

food and make homes in the different regions of Africa.

I A LG4 The Water Cycle
Different Animals Need Different Things T : :

he water on the Earth is always moving. The sun shines on the

Africa is home to thousands of different kinds of lakes, rivers, and oceans, heating the water. When the water
gets hot enough, it changes into a gas. The gas evaporates and
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animals. Each animal needs certain kinds of foods and A oI -2
) ) ) .. . ) is lighter than air, so it rises into the sky. It joins other water
certain kinds of places to live. Africa is a big continent vapor (a gas), gets heavy, and falls to the Earth as rain or snow.
with many different regions. Then the cycle repeats itself.
The African regions can support thousands of k

different kinds of animals. From mighty elephants to tiny
bees, African animals live in a delicate balance with their
environment and their neighbors. Humans can make

the future better if we learn to respect this balance, the
environment, and the amazing animals that live there. cycle: series of events that repeat over and over

continent: great mass of land on Earth

regions: parts or areas of a land
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' Deserts of Africa

. Deserts are dry and almost bare expanses of land.
57 The Sahara Desert, the largest desert in the world,

- covers most of North Africa. Almost nothing grows in IP‘ ; _
"l this region. The plants in this region grow along the AR The camel is an animal that can go many days without e
Nile River and in oases. Oases are ponds in the middle of drinking water. That is one of the reasons why people use
deserts where plants grow and animals can eat and drink. camels for transportation in the Sahara. Camels are also

strong and can carry heavy loads.
Desert Animals In addition to being dry, the deserts of Africa have

terrible sand storms. During these storms, wind blows

so strongly that sand is lifted into the air. The sky
becomes dark because of all the sand in the air. Desert
animals must have special homes to survive these harsh
conditions. Many animals dig into the ground to wait for
the hot weather or storms to end. These animals come
out to look for food or water at night.

Even though there is little vegetation and almost
no water in the desert, animals do survive there. Some
animals have special body features that allow them to
survive. The fennec fox, a small fox, has huge ears. These
big ears help the fox hear the footsteps of the animals
that it hunts, such as jerboas. Jerboas are mouse-like
animals that have strong legs to hop quickly away from
their predators.

predators: animals that hunt other animals
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African Grasslands

The African grasslands are called savannahs. They
border the desert regions of Africa. Tall grasses, thorny
bushes, and some trees cover the savannahs. The grass
closest to the deserts is short—only ankle high. The lack
of water keeps the grass short. The grass farthest from
the deserts is tall—taller than the tallest humans!

The weather of the grasslands is hot, with a wet
season and a dry season. The wet season can be very wet.
But because it is so hot, the water evaporates, and the
grasslands have water only in watering holes. These small
ponds are visited by all of the savannah animals.

DCLCNELETTIS Adjectives with the Suffix -y

In English, some adjectives are formed by adding a -y to the
end of a noun. For example, thorny is the adjective form of the
word thorn. It means “having thorns.” What do you think spiky
means? Can you find other adjectives that end in -y?
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Animals of the Savannah

Some of the savannah animals are herbivores, or plant
eaters. Others are carnivores, or meat eaters. Carnivores
eat herbivores, often attacking the old or sick animals.

Elephants are the largest of all land animals. They
travel in groups, or herds, looking for roots, grass, and
leaves to eat. Because of their size, full-grown healthy
elephants have few enemies.

Rhinoceroses and hippopotamuses are two other
giant herbivores. They are not as big as elephants, but
they are strong. Both animals are leathery and wrinkly.
Rhinoceroses have horns on their heads, which they use
to protect themselves from predators. Hippopotamuses
spend most of their time in watering holes. Both animals
eat grass and roots.
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Smaller herbivores rely on their speed or their colors
to escape predators. Ostriches are the world’s largest
birds. They do not fly, but they run very quickly. Ostriches
can outrun many predators. Impalas and gazelles
are deer-like animals that use their speed to escape
predators. Herds of running deer or gazelles can also
confuse a predator. This confusion allows an animal to
escape a predator. Zebras are black and white, horse-like
animals. Their stripes help them hide in the tall grass,
often keeping them safe from enemies.

Carnivores have few enemies that hunt them. Lions
live in groups called prides. They hunt and eat together.
Adult lions have few enemies. Hyenas are dog-like
hunters that attack lions to steal their food. But hyenas
don‘t kill lions. Hyenas have a strong bite and live in large
families. They hunt together to stay safe from enemies.

Cheetahs are thin, spotted cats. They are the fastest
land animals in the world. Cheetahs can run short
distances as fast as a car moves on a highway! This speed
helps them catch most animals on the African grasslands.
It also keeps them safe from enemies.
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African Rain Forests

In the center of Africa, it is almost always hot and wet.
This weather forms rain forests, which are the densest
forests in Africa. In these forests, many animals struggle
to survive. People are cutting down rain forest trees for
wood or to clear the land. Some people hunt the rain
forest animals for food. Many animals in this region are
endangered.

Rain Forest Animals

Chimpanzees are among the smartest animals in the
world. They are animals that make and use tools. Chimps
use leaves as sponges for washing and drinking. They live
in groups. Chimpanzees spend their days looking for food
such as plants, insects, and small animals. At night they
sleep in the tops of trees.

endangered: in danger of dying off completely
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Leopards are large spotted cats that live in the rain
forests. They hunt at night because they can see well in
the dark. They sleep and eat in trees.

Many small animals live in the rain forest too. Frogs,
snakes, bees, birds, monkeys, and even wild pigs all
make their home in this kind of forest. Because of all
the rain, there are many different kinds of plants. This
allows many different kinds of animals to survive and live
together in this region.

DG NICTT[T-[-[ Pronouns

Pronouns take the place of nouns in sentences. They often are
used to avoid repeating the nouns. Read the paragraph above
about leopards. Notice how the pronoun they replaces the word
leopards in some sentences. This makes the passage seem less
repetitive. As you read, look for the use of pronouns such as
kthey, we, he, she, and it.
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Mt. Kilimanjaro

Mountain Regions

Africa has two very tall mountains. Mount Kilimanjaro
is one of the tallest mountains in the world. It is about
19,340 feet (5,895 meters) tall! Mount Kenya is not as tall,
but both mountains have glaciers on them.

Mountain Animals

Despite their height, these mountains are homes to
many animals. Mountain goats are well adapted for
jumping from rock to rock. They make their homes on
the sides of the mountains. The goats eat the grasses that
grow on the mountainsides.

Mountain gorillas live in the foothills, or lower
mountains of Africa. They are the largest apes in the
world. They eat mostly grass, fruit, and leaves. The
mountain gorillas have one feared enemy—humans.

glaciers: large bodies of ice
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The Responsibility of People

African animals have learned to adapt to the many
regions and climates of Africa. They have special features
that help them find food and keep them safe. Animals
also must adapt to the changes people make to their
environments.

Some people cut down parts of the forests and build
on the savannahs, making the area where wild animals
can live smaller. Cars and factories pollute the land and
water. Others hunt the animals for food.

Many people are working to protect the African
animals. They find other ways and materials for building,
to protect the forests and savannahs. Some people work
to lessen the amount of pollution made by cars and
factories. Others try to encourage people to eat farm
animals rather than wild animals.

All people can work to protect African animals and
their environment. We can learn to save land and lessen
pollution. If we learn this, the amazing animals of Africa
will survive.
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Talk About It
1. What are the four major climate regions in Africa?

2. Different animals can live in different areas because the
climates support life. What are some of the animals that live
in each of these climate regions?

Write About It

3. On a separate sheet of paper, make a web about one of the
climate regions. Write details about the land, weather, and
animals of any region.

Extend Language

Three words identify people and animals by the kinds of thing
they eat. Carnivores eat the meat of animals. Herbivores eat
plants—mainly fruits, grasses, vegetables, or seeds. Omnivores
eat both meat and plants. Most humans are omnivores. (Some
people are vegetarians, eating only plants.) What are some
kinds of meat and plant parts that humans eat?
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