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Changing Times
$VZHKDYHOHDUQHGLQDSUHYLRXVLVVXH
WKH&DWKROLF&KXUFKZDVYHU\LPSRUWDQW
DQGSRZHUIXOLQWKH0LGGOH$JHV7KHKHDG
RIWKH&DWKROLF&KXUFKZDVDQGVWLOOLVWKH
SRSH+HRULJLQDOO\KDGYDVWSRZHU7KH
FKXUFKFRXOGWD[WKHSHRSOHDSSURYHRU
GLVDSSURYHDEXVLQHVVDQGUHPRYHDNLQJ
IURPSRZHU$OOZHUHH[SHFWHGWRSUDFWLFH
WKH&DWKROLFIDLWK7KRVH

ZKRGLGQRWZHUHRIWHQIRUFHGWRPRYHWR
DQRWKHUSODFHRUZHUHHYHQNLOOHG
,Q3RSH8UEDQ,,UHFHLYHGDFDOO
IRUKHOSIURPWKH%\]DQWLQH(PSHURU
$OH[LXV,0XVOLPVZHUHWDNLQJRYHUWKH
HPSLUHDQGWKH+RO\/DQGVDQG$OH[LXV
QHHGHGWKHSRSH·VKHOSWRUHFODLPWKHVH
DUHDV/DWHUWKDW\HDU8UEDQJDYHD
VSHHFKWRWKHSHRSOHRI)UDQFH+HVDLG
WKHSLOJULPVWUDYHOLQJWRWKHKRO\FLW\
RI-HUXVDOHPZHUHLQGDQJHUWKH
0XVOLPVZKRKDGWDNHQRYHUWKH+RO\
/DQGVZHUHSHUVHFXWLQJWKHSLOJULPV
SLOJULPVDUHSHRSOHJRLQJRQDUHOLJLRXV
WULS 8UEDQVDLGWKLVPXVWQRWEHDOORZHG
&KHHULQJSHRSOH\HOOHG´,WLVWKHZLOORI
*RG,WLVWKHZLOORI*RGµDQGWRRNXS
WKHFDXVHIRU&KULVWLDQLW\7KHMRXUQH\
IURP)UDQFHWR-HUXVDOHPZDVDORQJ
PLOHV,WWRRNDOPRVWWZR
\HDUVWRJHWWKHUH$ORQJWKHZD\
SHRSOHEDWWOHG
HDFKRWKHU
DQGHQGXUHG
KDUVK
ZHDWKHUDQG
VKRUWDJHVRI
IRRGDQGZDWHU
<RXFRXOG
UHFRJQL]H
those

&KULVWLDQZDUULRUVFDOOHGFUXVDGHUVDPRQJ
WKHPDQ\ÀJKWHUV7KHFUXVDGHUVZRUH
WXQLFVZLWKDODUJHUHGFURVVVHZQRQWKH
IURQW7KH\ZHUHDEOHWRWDNH-HUXVDOHP
ZKLOHWKH0XVOLPVELFNHUHGDPRQJ
WKHPVHOYHVIRUSRZHU+RZHYHUWKH
0XVOLPVUHJURXSHGDQGUHWRRN-HUXVDOHP
OHVVWKDQ\HDUVODWHU
7KHUHZHUHDWRWDORIHLJKW&UXVDGHV
.LQJVWKHPVHOYHVZHQWRIILQWREDWWOHWRR
6RPHNLQJVZKRIRXJKWLQWKHFUXVDGHV
LQFOXGHG5LFKDUGWKH/LRQ+HDUWHG .LQJ
5LFKDUG,RI(QJODQG .LQJ3KLOLS,,
RI)UDQFHDQG(PSHURU)UHGHULFNRIWKH
+RO\5RPDQ(PSLUH$OORIWKHVHNLQJV
SDUWLFLSDWHGLQWKH7KLUG&UXVDGH$IWHU
DERXW\HDUVWKH&UXVDGHVHQGHGEXW
WKH&KULVWLDQVGLGQRWUHFDSWXUHWKH+RO\
/DQGV7KH&UXVDGHVDUHDYHU\LPSRUWDQW
SDUWRIKLVWRU\EHFDXVHWKH\EURXJKWPDQ\
FKDQJHVWRWKH(XURSHDQZRUOG
3HRSOHUHWXUQLQJIURPWKH&UXVDGHV
VKDUHGVWRULHVRIZKDWWKH\KDGVHHQ7KH\
WROGRILQWHUHVWLQJFORWKLQJDQGKDLUVW\OHV
DUFKLWHFWXUHDQGOLWHUDWXUH7KH\EURXJKW
EDFNSDSHUWKHFRPSDVVJODVVPLUURUV
DQGVLON7KH\DOVREURXJKWEDFNGLIIHUHQW
LGHDVLQPHGLFLQHDQGIRUVKLSFRQVWUXFWLRQ
7KH\VKDUHGIRRGWKDW(XURSHDQVKDGQHYHU
VHHQEHIRUHVXFKDVVXJDURUDQJHVOHPRQV
PHORQVSHDFKHVDQGDSULFRWV7KH\EURXJKW
EDFNVSLFHVVXFKDVFLQQDPRQJLQJHU
SHSSHUDQGFORYHV(XURSHDQVXVHGWKHVH
VSLFHVWRKHOSSUHVHUYHIRRG7KHFUXVDGHUV
VKDUHGPDQ\RIWKHDQFLHQW*UHHNDQG
5RPDQLGHDVZKHQWKH\UHWXUQHGKRPH
IURPÀJKWLQJWKHKRO\ZDUV

Keeping the Magna Carta
.LQJ-RKQRI(QJODQGVLJQHGWKHRULJLQDO0DJQD&DUWDLQ7KLV
KLVWRULFGRFXPHQWVWDWHVWKHEDVLFKXPDQULJKWVRISHRSOHDQGEHFDPHD
EDVLVRIRXU86&RQVWLWXWLRQ7RGD\WKHUHDUHIRXUUHPDLQLQJFRSLHVRI
WKLVGRFXPHQWWKDWZHUHPDGHLQ2QHRIWKHVHFRSLHVKDVEHHQLQ
WKH1DWLRQDO$UFKLYHVLQ:DVKLQJWRQ'&IRU\HDUV
:KHQWKHRZQHURIWKHFRS\RIWKH0DJQD&DUWDLQ:DVKLQJWRQ'&
GHFLGHGWRVHOOWKHGRFXPHQWWKH1DWLRQDO$UFKLYHVZDVFRQFHUQHG7KH
0DJQD&DUWDZDVWKHUHRQORDQDQGDOWKRXJKWKH1DWLRQDO$UFKLYHV
ZLVKHGWRSXUFKDVHWKHLPSRUWDQWGRFXPHQWLWGLGQ·WKDYHHQRXJK
PRQH\7KDW·VZKHQ'DYLG5XEHQVWHLQFRIRXQGHURIWKH&DUO\OH*URXS
VWHSSHGLQ+HSXUFKDVHGWKHFRS\RIWKH0DJQD&DUWDDQGVDLGLWZRXOG
UHPDLQDWWKH861DWLRQDO$UFKLYHVDVDSHUPDQHQWJLIW7KHVHOOLQJ

SULFHIRUWKLVYHU\UDUHGRFXPHQWZDVPRUHWKDQPLOOLRQGROODUV
7KHSUHYLRXVRZQHUKDGSDLGPLOOLRQIRUWKHGRFXPHQWLQ+LV
QDPHLV5RVV3HURWDQGKHLVDELOOLRQDLUHRLOPDQZKRZDVDSUHVLGHQWLDO
FDQGLGDWHLQ
:KHQKHNQHZWKHFRS\RIWKH0DJQD&DUWDZDVIRUVDOH5XEHQVWHLQ
VDLGKHZDVFRQFHUQHG+HVDLGLWZRXOGEHWHUULEOHLIVRPHRQHRXWVLGH
WKH8QLWHG6WDWHVSXUFKDVHGVXFKDQLPSRUWDQWGRFXPHQWWR:HVWHUQ
FLYLOL]DWLRQ0U5XEHQVWHLQDOVRVDLGWKHGRFXPHQWVKRXOGUHPDLQLQWKH
861DWLRQDO$UFKLYHVVR$PHULFDQVFRXOGFRPHWRYLHZLW7KH:HVW
5RWXQGD*DOOHU\RIWKH1DWLRQDO$UFKLYHV%XLOGLQJKRXVHVWKLVFRS\RI
WKH0DJQD&DUWD,WLVDYHU\IUDJLOHSLHFHRISDSHUDQGLVSURWHFWHGLQD
VHDOHGGLVSOD\FRQWDLQHU
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The People’s Crusade
$VZHKDYHOHDUQHGLQSUHYLRXVLVVXHVWKHKRO\FLW\RI-HUXVDOHPKDV
ORQJEHHQLPSRUWDQWWRWKUHHPDMRUUHOLJLRQV7KRVHRI-HZLVKIDLWKEXLOW
6RORPRQ·VWHPSOHLQ-HUXVDOHP&KULVWLDQVEHOLHYH-HUXVDOHPZDVZKHUH
-HVXVOLYHGGLHGDQGDVFHQGHGLQWRKHDYHQ0XVOLPVEHOLHYH-HUXVDOHP
ZDVZKHUH0XKDPPDGDVFHQGHGLQWRKHDYHQ)RUPDQ\\HDUVDOOJURXSV
ZHUHDEOHWRWUDYHOWR-HUXVDOHPLQSHDFH7KLQJVFKDQJHGZKHQ0XVOLPV
WRRNFRQWURORIWKHKRO\FLW\,QWKHKHDGRIWKH&DWKROLF&KXUFK
3RSH8UEDQDQQRXQFHG´7KH0XVOLPVKDYHFRQTXHUHG-HUXVDOHPµ+H
UDOOLHGWKHSHRSOHWRJRDQGÀJKWIRUWKH+RO\/DQGV7KH3HRSOH·V&UXVDGH
ZDVOHGQRWE\VROGLHUVEXWE\SHRSOHVXFKDV:DOWHUWKH3HQQLOHVVDQG
3HWHUWKH+HUPLW7KRVHWKDWIROORZHGWKHVHPHQVHWRIIWRÀJKW+RZHYHU
WKH\KDGQRZHDSRQVQRVXSSOLHVRUDQ\LGHDMXVWZKHUH-HUXVDOHPZDV
7KH3HRSOH·V&UXVDGHGLGQ·WODVWYHU\ORQJ7KHDFWXDO)LUVW&UXVDGHEHJDQ

Crusades
Bring Change
ODWHUWKDW\HDU7KHZRUG´FUXVDGHµPHDQVWRFDUU\WKHFURVVFUXVDGHUV
VHZHGUHGFURVVHVRQWKHLUWXQLFV7KHFUXVDGHUVDFWXDOO\UHDFKHG-HUXVDOHP
DQGZRQWKHFLW\EDFNIRUWKH&KULVWLDQVLQ8QIRUWXQDWHO\IRUWKHP
WKHLUYLFWRU\ZDVVKRUWOLYHG7KH0XVOLPVUHJURXSHGDQGUHWRRNWKHFLW\
LQ0XVOLPVFRQWUROOHG-HUXVDOHPXQWLOWKHWKFHQWXU\&KULVWLDQV
QHYHUUHWRRNFRQWURORIWKHFLW\RI-HUXVDOHP

The Children’s Crusade
:RXOG\RXUSDUHQWVOHW\RXJRRIIWRÀJKWDZDUDWWKHDJHRI"
7KH\HDUZDVWKHWLPHRIZKDWVRPHFDOOWKH&KLOGUHQ·V&UXVDGH
6LQFHDGXOWVKDGQ·WEHHQVXFFHVVIXOLQUHJDLQLQJWKH+RO\/DQGVIRUWKH
&KULVWLDQVVRPHWKRXJKW*RGZRXOGSURWHFWDFKLOG·VHIIRUW
$\RXQJPDQQDPHG6WHSKHQRI9HQGRPH)UDQFHPDQDJHGWR
DVVHPEOHFKLOGUHQWRPDUFKWR-HUXVDOHP+HFODLPHGWKDW*RG
KDGWROGKLPWRJDWKHUWKHFKLOGUHQWRJRDQGÀJKWIRU-HUXVDOHP0RVW
RIWKHFKLOGUHQZHUHQRWPRUHWKDQ\HDUVROG:LWKQRZHDSRQVQR
PRQH\DQGQRPDSVWKH\EHJDQWRZDON:KHQWKH0HGLWHUUDQHDQ6HD
GLGQ·WSDUW DV6WHSKHQVDLGLWZRXOG VHYHUDOVKLSFDSWDLQVDJUHHGWRWDNH
WKHFKLOGUHQWR-HUXVDOHP$WOHDVWWKDW·VZKDWWKHVKLSPHQVDLG,QVWHDG
WKH\VROGWKHFKLOGUHQLQWRVODYHU\
$QRWKHU\RXQJPDQQDPHG1LFKRODVOHGDJURXSRIFKLOGUHQIURP
*HUPDQ\WRÀJKWIRU-HUXVDOHP+HKDGJDWKHUHGFKLOGUHQ$
ODUJHQXPEHUZHUHJLUOV2QO\FDPHKRPH7KHIDPLOLHVRIWKH
FKLOGUHQKDQJHG1LFKRODV·IDWKHULQDQJHU6RPHKLVWRULDQVWKLQNWKH
3LHG3LSHUVWRU\GDWHVEDFNWRWKH&KLOGUHQ·V&UXVDGHDQGUHIHUHQFHV
WKH\RXQJPHQZKRFRQYLQFHGWKHFKLOGUHQWRIROORZWKHPWR
-HUXVDOHP

Return of Towns
$OWKRXJKPDQ\RIWKHÀUVWFUXVDGHUVIRXJKWIRUWKHLU
UHOLJLRQWKHUHZHUHPDQ\RWKHUUHDVRQVSHRSOHWUDYHOHG
WRWKH+RO\/DQGVGXULQJWKLVWLPH0DQ\ZHQWIRUWKH
DGYHQWXUH2WKHUVZHQWRXWRIFXULRVLW\RUWRJHWULFK
E\EULQJLQJJRRGVEDFNWRVHOOLQ(XURSH6WLOORWKHU
SHDVDQWVOHIWWKHLUPDQRUVDQGIHXGDOLVPEHKLQGIRU
DQHZIRXQGLQGHSHQGHQFH0RUHDQGPRUHSHRSOH
VHWWOHGLQWRZQV)HXGDOLVPZDVGLVDSSHDULQJDIWHU
DERXW\HDUV
3HRSOHUHDOL]HGWKDWWKH\QRORQJHUQHHGHGWKH
SURWHFWLRQSURYLGHGE\WKHIHXGDOV\VWHP7RZQV
EHJDQWRÁRXULVK7KHFUXVDGHVKDGDOVR
VSDUNHGDQLQWHUHVWLQWUDGH0RUHDQGPRUH

The Trebuchet
Crusaders used a number of military tactics in battle.
You’ve probably heard of a battering ram. Soldiers used a
large log to charge into a wall or door to break it open in an
attack. Other soldiers might dig a tunnel under a wall,
VHWDÀUHDQGKRSHWKHZDOOZRXOGFROODSVH6WLOO
other knights used ladders to climb over
city walls. This could be
YHU\GLIÀFXOWDVWKHRWKHU
side tried to push the
attacking soldiers off
the ladder. A city’s
defenders might
also drop boiling
water onto the
attacking soldiers.
Another technique
soldiers used
was to surround
a city’s walls
and prevent
all essential

supplies from being delivered inside. They
continued this until those inside the city
surrendered.
A very popular weapon soldiers used,
especially in the 12th century, was a device
called the trebuchet. It was a very powerful
weapon crusaders used to launch things
over a walled city. It resembled a huge
slingshot on a frame. The trebuchet could
send 300-pound rocks more than 300 yards.
Sometimes, knights launched other items into
a city, such as diseased dead horses. The
attacking army thought the smell of dead
animals would make the people sick and force
them to surrender. In 1191 during the Third
Crusade, Richard the Lion-Hearted ordered his
VROGLHUVWRÁLQJEHHKLYHVRYHUWKHZDOOVRIWKH
city of Acre. The people quickly surrendered. With the
invention of gunpowder, which could blow up stone walls,
ÀJKWHUVUHSODFHGWKHWUHEXFKHWZLWKDQHZHULQYHQWLRQ³
the cannon.
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Black Death

SHRSOHZDQWHGQHZWKLQJVOLNHRUDQJHVVXJDUVSLFHVHWFWRHLWKHU
NHHSRUVHOOIRUSURÀW7KLQNRIUHDVRQVZK\\RXPLJKWOLNHOLYLQJLQD
EXVWOLQJFLW\0DQ\DUHWKHVDPHUHDVRQVIRUZKLFK(XURSHDQVLQWKH
SDVWFKRVHWROLYHLQWRZQV,WZDVPRUHH[FLWLQJ7KHUHZHUHORWVRI
SHRSOHWRPHHWDQGPDQ\VWRULHVWRKHDUIURPWKHWUDGHUVZKRWUDYHOHG
WRWRZQZLWKWKHLUZDUHV7RZQVDOVRSURYLGHGVRPHWKLQJHOVHYHU\
LPSRUWDQW³IUHHGRP3HRSOHGLGQ·WKDYHWUXHIUHHGRPZKLOHZRUNLQJDW
DPDQRU$VWRZQVJUHZSHRSOHZKRKDGVNLOOVZHUHYDOXHGVRDQRWKHU
FXVWRPZDVFKDQJLQJ,WZDVQ·WZKR\RXZHUHEXWZKDW\RXFRXOGGR
WKDWPDGHDSHUVRQLPSRUWDQW

Medicine in the Middle Ages
3HRSOHLQWKH0LGGOH$JHVEHOLHYHGWKDWWKHERG\ZDVPDGHRIIRXU
HOHPHQWVÀUHHDUWKZDWHUDQGDLU7KHSRVLWLRQRIWKH(DUWKDQGRIWKH
PRRQHVSHFLDOO\FRXOGDIIHFWRQH·VKHDOWK,I\RXUIRXUHOHPHQWVZHUH
QRWLQKDUPRQ\\RXJRWVLFN3HRSOHDOVREHOLHYHGWKRVHZKRDQJHUHG
*RGJRWVLFN+RZHYHUWKHFXUHVIRUVLFNQHVVLQWKH0LGGOH$JHVZHUH
RIWHQZRUVHWKDQWKHLOOQHVV
$FRPPRQFXUHZDVEORRGOHWWLQJ&DUHJLYHUVZRXOGFXW\RXDQG
DOORZ\RXU´EDGEORRGµWRFROOHFWLQDERZO3HRSOHEDFNWKHQEHOLHYHG
\RXUEORRGZDVEDGLI\RXEHFDPHVLFN6RPHWLPHVSHRSOHSODFHG
EORRGVXFNLQJOHHFKHVIURPDQHDUE\SRQGRQWRWKHERG\WRKHOSJHWULG
RIDSHUVRQ·VEDGEORRG
3HRSOHDOVREHOLHYHGWKDWXVLQJSODQWOHDYHVWKDWORRNHGOLNHDLOLQJ
ERG\SDUWVFRXOGFXUH\RX3HRSOHDOVRXVHGDQLPDOSDUWVIRUFXUHV
7KH\PLJKWHDWDIR[·VOXQJWRFXUHDEUHDWKLQJLOOQHVV3HRSOHUHDVRQHG
WKDWWKHIR[FRXOGUXQORQJGLVWDQFHVVRLWPXVWKDYHJUHDWOXQJV6RPH
DOVREHOLHYHGWKDWKROGLQJSUHFLRXVVWRQHVRUEHLQJWRXFKHGE\WKHNLQJ
ZRXOGKHDO\RX&DUHJLYHUVZRXOGFOHDQFXWVZLWKYLQHJDUDQGEHFDXVH
WKHUHZHUHQ·WEDQGDLGVEDFNWKHQWKH\PLJKWVWXIIWKHZRXQGZLWKOLQW
DQGFRYHULWZLWKDÁRXUSDVWHWRGU\6RPHSHRSOHDWHZRUPVWRFXUH
IHYHUVRUKXQJSHRSOHXSVLGHGRZQWRJHWULGRIKHDGDFKHV,I\RXKDGD
ZDUW\RXPLJKWJHWULGRILWE\DSSO\LQJDVSLGHU·VZHEWRLW6WLOORWKHU
FXUHVLQFOXGHGSRXQGLQJDQRQLRQRSHQDQGSODFLQJLWXQGHUDQLQIHFWHG
H\HRUZHDULQJDPDJSLH·VEHDNDURXQG\RXUQHFNWRFXUHDWRRWKDFKH

The year was 1347
ZKHQDÁHHWRIVKLSV
sailed into the port of
Messina, Sicily. Much of
the crew was either sick
or dead from a terrible
disease. Soon, this
strange illness spread
throughout Italy and
into France and Spain.
The symptoms were the
same—the skin swelled
and black patches
developed behind the
knees and under the
armpits. People would
sweat from high fever and cough blood. Within a day or
so, the victim would die. Townsfolk called the illness the
Black Death, but its proper name was the bubonic plague.
People didn’t know what was causing this awful disease,
EXWZHQRZNQRZWKDWLWFDPHIURPLQIHFWHGÁHDVWKDW
lived on rats that roamed the cities. With trash in the
streets attracting the infected rats and unsanitary
practices, such as people coughing without covering their
mouths, the disease spread quickly in Europe. People were
scared. Would they get it next? Some locked themselves
LQWKHLUKRPHV2WKHUVFDUULHGÁRZHUVLQWKHLUSRFNHWVWR
help mask the smell of death. Although some historians
say it isn’t true, the nursery rhyme, “Ring Around the
Rosy” is said to be about the Black Death. Read the words
of the nursery rhyme. What do you think?
Houses with dead bodies were burned to the ground,
but the disease continued to spread. Nearly one third of
all the people in Europe died within the next 10 years—
about 25 million people. With so few people working,
those that lived wanted higher wages to farm the land.
Landowners refused and changed to raising sheep, which
required fewer workers. Less food was produced, and
people went hungry. Like the Crusades, the Black Death
also helped to end feudalism. This was because some
peasants got landowners to pay them instead of owing
labor to the landowner. Those without jobs now moved
LQWRWKHFLW\WRÀQGZRUNEXWWKHUHZDVQ·WDQ\DIWHU
the plague. Rebellions broke out from frustrated people
needing work and food. What would you have done if you’d
lived during the Black Death?

King Arthur
Many stories and legends from
Britain and France focus on a king
named Arthur. Stories about Arthur
began in Wales around the eighth
FHQWXU\DQGÁRXULVKHGLQ)UDQFHLQWKH
12th and 13th centuries.
Some versions of the Arthur stories
tell about how he became king of
Britain. One version said that when he
was a young man, Arthur went to London
and saw a large stone in the yard of
St. Paul’s Cathedral. Sticking from the
stone was a beautiful sword. Lots of
people had tried to remove the sword,
but none were successful. Arthur had
forgotten his sword, so he walked up
and easily pulled the sword from the
stone. People circled him and cheered.
Arthur didn’t understand the fuss that
he had caused. Arthur hadn’t read the
message on the stone that said whoever
removed the sword from the stone
would become king! King Arthur called

his sword Excalibur.
Many stories tell about Arthur’s
knights. Some stories tell about the
round table, which Arthur had built
so the knights would stop arguing
over who got to sit at the head of the
table. Many stories stress the value
of chivalry, or knightly, courteous
behavior. Chivalry included being loyal
to one’s lord and polite to women.
One story says that when Arthur
believed he was about to die, he asked
one of his knights to throw Excalibur
into a magical lake. The Lady of the
Lake reached out her hands, caught
the sword and took it down beneath
the surface of the lake. King Arthur is
said to have been taken to the Isle of
Avalon.
Are any of these stories true? While
some historians think there may have
been a historical Arthur, many think
these stories are only legends.
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Name ______________________________________

As you read this
week’s lesson, circle
or highlight all proper
nouns with any color
pen or highlighter.
This will help you
ÀQGVRPHRIWKH
crossword answers
and get ready for this
week’s test.

Nine Men’s Morris
A very popular activity in the Middle Ages was a game called Nine
Men’s Morris. Historians have found the game board carved into the
seats of such famous places as Westminster Abbey and the Canterbury
Cathedral in Great Britain. However, this game has a long history
dating back to the ancient Egyptians. Each player gets nine playing
pieces of the same color. Two players take turns placing their pieces,
which can be beads, coins, checkers or colored glass stones, onto
intersecting lines on the game board. The object is to get three pieces
in a row, called a mill. If you do, you can remove one of your opponent’s
pieces from the board. The game ends when players can’t move because
they have less than three playing pieces or they are blocked from
moving any of their pieces. The winner is the player who’s captured the
most pieces.

If you’d like to make any editorial comments about our paper,
please write to us at feedback@studiesweekly.com.

ACROSS
1. something crusaders brought back to
Europe that helped to preserve food
4. treatment used in the Middle Ages to
get rid of “bad blood”
7. King Arthur’s sword
8.GLVHDVHFDXVHGE\LQIHFWHGÁHDVRQUDWV
9. Holy City of Jews, Christians and
Muslims
10. popular weapon used in battle
DOWN
2. story that might have originated with
the Children’s Crusade
3. legendary table built for Arthur’s
knights
5. King who fought in the Crusades:
Richard the __________
6. document that limited the king’s rule
and gave rights to the people

How did the Magna
Carta change
medieval history?
King John of
England was forced
to sign a document in
1215. The document
changed the world and
became known as the
Magna Carta, or Great
Charter.
Historically, a king
ruled by something
called divine right,
the belief that the
monarch ruled because God placed him
on the throne. The king could rule as
he pleased, taxing his subjects, and the
people had no rights. But, with the signing
of the Magna Carta, King John’s power
(and that of future kings) was limited. Not
longer did a king rule from divine right,
but because the people allowed him to do
so. People could not be imprisoned without
a trial, and their property could not be
taken without cause. The people had a say
LQWKHLUJRYHUQPHQWIRUWKHÀUVWWLPH.LQJ
John died soon after signing the Magna
Carta. Interestingly, no king of England
has been named John since! Can you explain
how this document changed attitudes of
feudalism and hence changed the world?

Pretend you
are a crusader
about to leave
for the holy land. Keep a journal to
write in about your adventures. For
what reason(s) are you going? What
emotions are you feeling as you depart
on your journey? What do you hope to
do? Remember to check your writing
for proper spelling, grammar and
punctuation.

