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The Golden Age
7KHHQGRIWKH3HUVLDQ:DUVPDUNHGWKHEHJLQQLQJRIWKH
*ROGHQ$JHRI*UHHFH$IWHU.LQJ;HU[HVEXUQHG$WKHQVWKH
UXOHURI$WKHQVRUGHUHGWKDWWKHFLW\EHUHEXLOWPDNLQJ
LWDEHDXWLIXOSODFHWROLYH5HPHPEHUUHDGLQJ
DERXW$WKHQVODVWZHHN"<RXOHDUQHGWKDWWKH
$WKHQLDQVHQFRXUDJHGYLVLWRUVDQGWKLQNHUVWR
FRPHWRWKHLUPDUNHWSODFHRUDJRUD:KLOHWKH
$WKHQLDQVDQGWKHLUYLVLWRUVVKRSSHGDWWKH
DJRUDWKH\DOVRVKDUHGLGHDV1HZLGHDV
OLNHGHPRFUDF\DQGWULDOE\MXU\HPHUJHG
DQGWKHFLW\RI$WKHQVEHJDQWRÁRXULVK
)ORXULVKPHDQVWRJURZDQGSURVSHU 
3HULFOHVRQFHVDLG´2XUFLW\LVRSHQWR
WKHZRUOGµ7KLVRSHQQHVVKHOSHGPDNH
$WKHQVWKHSODFHWROLYH
3HULFOHV %& 
OHG*UHHFHGXULQJWKHWLPH
KLVWRULDQVFDOOWKH*ROGHQ
$JH7KDWWLPHLVDOVRNQRZQ
DVWKH$JHRI3HULFOHV
3HULFOHVEXLOWWKHEHDXWLIXO
3DUWKHQRQDWHPSOHWRKRQRU
WKHJRGGHVV$WKHQD3HULFOHV
FUHDWHGDFLW\WKDWZDVDFHQWHU
RIOHDUQLQJDUWDQGFXOWXUH+H
UXOHG$WKHQVIRU\HDUV
:HFDQWKDQNWKHDQFLHQW
*UHHNVIRURXUIRUPRI
JRYHUQPHQW7KHZRUGGHPRFUDF\
FRPHVIURPWKH*UHHNZRUGVIRU
´SHRSOHUXOHµ7KHJRYHUQPHQW

RIDQFLHQW*UHHFHZDVDGLUHFWGHPRFUDF\7KLVPHDQVDOOFLWL]HQV
YRWHGRQDOOLVVXHV0RUHWKDQPDOHFLWL]HQVZHUHSDUWRI
WKHODZPDNLQJERG\$ERXWHYHU\WZRZHHNVWKRXVDQGVRI
FLWL]HQVFDPHWRJHWKHUWRYRWH3HULFOHVZDQWHGERWK
ZHDOWK\DQGSRRUFLWL]HQVWREHSDUWRIKLV
JRYHUQPHQW+RZHYHURQO\
IUHHPHQRYHUFRXOGYRWH
:HFDOORXUGHPRFUDF\D
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHGHPRFUDF\
$GLUHFWGHPRFUDF\ZRXOG
QRWEHSUDFWLFDOLQWKH
8QLWHG6WDWHV7KHUH
DUHWRRPDQ\SHRSOH
DQGWKH\OLYHWRR
IDUDSDUW,QVWHDG
FLWL]HQVRIWKH
8QLWHG6WDWHVHOHFW
SHRSOHWRUHSUHVHQW
WKHP2XUGHPRFUDF\
LVDOVRGLIIHUHQWIURP
WKHDQFLHQW*UHHNVEHFDXVH
DOODGXOWFLWL]HQVFDQYRWH
UHJDUGOHVVRIWKHLUUDFHRUJHQGHU
(YHQWKRXJK\RXDUHQRWROG
HQRXJKWRYRWH\HWHOHFWHGRIÀFLDOV
IURP\RXUFRPPXQLW\UHSUHVHQW
\RX<RXKDYHDYRLFH:KDWDUH
VRPHLVVXHV\RXIHHOVWURQJO\
DERXW"<RXFDQZULWHDOHWWHUWR
PHPEHUVRI&RQJUHVVDQGOHW\RXU
YRLFHEHKHDUG

Who Gets the Ancient Greek Statues?
7KH*UHHNJRYHUQPHQWZRXOGDUJXHWKDWWKH
VD\LQJ´ÀQGHUVNHHSHUVµGRHVQ·WH[DFWO\ZRUN
LQWKHUHDOZRUOGHVSHFLDOO\ZKHQLWFRPHVWR
DQFLHQW*UHHNDUW
5HFHQWO\RIÀFLDOVLQWKHJRYHUQPHQWKDYH
UHTXHVWHGWKDWVRPHDQFLHQWPDUEOHVWDWXHV
³FDOOHGWKH(OJLQ0DUEOHV³EHUHWXUQHGWR
*UHHFHZKHUHWKH\RULJLQDOO\FDPHIURP7KH
VWDWXHVDUHLQ(QJODQGULJKWQRZ
$OWKRXJKWKHGHEDWHKDVEHHQJRLQJRQ
IRUDZKLOHWKHQHZUHTXHVWZDVVSDUNHGE\
WKHFRPSOHWLRQRIDQHZPXVHXPLQWKHFLW\
RI$WKHQV*UHHFH7KHJRYHUQPHQWZRXOG
OLNHWRKRXVHWKHVFXOSWXUHVZLWKRWKHUUHODWHG
VFXOSWXUHVWKHUH
'XULQJWKHHDUO\V%ULWLVKDPEDVVDGRU
7KRPDV%UXFHZKRZDVWKH(DUORI(OJLQ

UHFHLYHGSHUPLVVLRQIURPWKHUXOLQJDXWKRULWLHV
DWWKHWLPHWRUHPRYHWKHVWDWXHVDQGWUDQVSRUW
WKHPWR(QJODQG7KH\KDYHEHHQLQDPXVHXP
WKHUHIRUPRUHWKDQ\HDUV6LQFHWKDWWLPH
WKHUHKDVEHHQDORWRIDUJXPHQWRYHUZKRRZQV
WKHPDUEOHVDQGZKHWKHULWZDVULJKWWRWDNH
WKHPIURPWKHLURULJLQDOKRPH$VWKLVUHFHQW
UHTXHVWZRXOGLQGLFDWHWKHGHEDWHFRQWLQXHV
WRGD\
7KHPDUEOHVFXOSWXUHVDUHIDPRXVSLHFHV
RIDUWWKDWXVHGWREHDSDUWRIRQHRI*UHHFH·V
PRVWIDPRXVEXLOGLQJVWKH3DUWKHQRQ7KH
3DUWKHQRQLVDKXJHWHPSOHEXLOWPRUHWKDQ
\HDUVDJRWKDWVWLOOVWDQGVWRGD\LQ$WKHQV
,WZDVEXLOWWRKRQRU$WKHQDWKH*UHHNJRGGHVV
RIZLVGRPDQGZDU7KHPDUEOHVZHUHORFDWHG
RQDVHFWLRQRIWKHWHPSOHFDOOHGWKHSHGLPHQW
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Greek Civilization
Flourishes

:KHQ\RXWKLQNRIFLWLHVLQWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVWKDWDUHSROLWLFDO
DQGFXOWXUDOFHQWHUVZKLFKFLWLHVGR\RXWKLQNRI"0D\EH1HZ
<RUN&LW\RU:DVKLQJWRQ'&",QDQFLHQW*UHHFHWKDWFLW\ZDV
$WKHQV/HW·VORRNDWVRPHRIWKHKLJKOLJKWVRIWKH*ROGHQ$JHRI
*UHHFHDQGKRZOLNHDOOJRRGWKLQJVLWHYHQWXDOO\FDPHWRDQHQG

ZHUHFDOOHGJUDPPDWLVLWHV,QVWHDGRISDSHUER\VZURWHRQZRRGHQ
WDEOHWVFRYHUHGZLWKZD[7KH\XVHGDVW\OXVDZULWLQJWRROPDGH
RIPHWDORUERQH6WXGHQWVZURWHWKHLUOHVVRQVLQWKHZD[ZLWKWKH
VKDUSWLSRIWKHVW\OXV,IWKH\PDGHDPLVWDNHWKH\XVHGWKHRWKHU
EOXQWHQGWRVPRRWKWKHZD[VRWKHWDEOHWFRXOGEHUHXVHG

Agora

Let’s Go to the Theater

7RGD\\RXPLJKWJRWRWKHPDOOWRVKRSHDWVHHDPRYLHDQG
PLQJOHZLWKIULHQGV,QDQFLHQW*UHHFHSHRSOHLQ$WKHQVZHQWWR
WKHDJRUD,WZDVWKHFHQWHURIWKHFLW\LWVPDUNHWSODFH,WZDVD
SODFHZKHUHWUDYHOHUVFDPHWRVKDUHWKHLUJRRGVDQGLQIRUPDWLRQ
DERXWWKHRXWVLGHZRUOG7KHDJRUDZDVZKHUHSHRSOHOLNH6RFUDWHV
ORYHGWRVSHQGWLPHWDONLQJZLWKSHRSOHDQGWHDFKLQJ7KHDJRUD
ZDVDERXWWKHVL]HRIVHYHUDOIRRWEDOOÀHOGVDQGZDVDOZD\V
YHU\EXV\

7KH*UHHNVORYHGJRLQJWRRXWGRRUWKHDWHUVRUDPSKLWKHDWHUV
ZKLFKZHUHVKDSHGLQDVHPLFLUFOH2QHZHOONQRZQDPSKLWKHDWHU
ZDV(SLGDXUXV,WVHDWHGPRUHWKDQSHRSOH7KH*UHHNV
FUHDWHGVDGVHULRXVSOD\VFDOOHGWUDJHGLHVDQGIXQQ\SOD\VFDOOHG
FRPHGLHV)DPRXVSOD\ZULJKWVLQFOXGHG(XULSLGHV$HVFK\OXV
$ULVWRSKDQHVDQG6RSKRFOHV2QO\PHQRUER\VSHUIRUPHGSOD\V
DQGWKH\XVXDOO\ZRUHODUJHPDVNV7KHVHPDVNVKDGODUJHRSHQLQJV
IRUWKHPRXWKVZKLFKZRUNHGOLNHPHJDSKRQHVWREURDGFDVWWKH
DFWRUV·YRLFHV7KHEDFNJURXQGVFHQHULHVIRUWKHSOD\VWKDWKXQJRQ
WKHVWDJHZHUHFDOOHGVNHQHV2XUZRUG´VFHQHU\µFRPHVIURPWKLV
*UHHNZRUG

School Days
%R\VZHQWWRVFKRRODWWKHDJHRIZKLOH
JLUOVVWD\HGKRPHZLWKWKHLUPRWKHUV7KH
VFKRROVZHUHFDOOHGJ\PQDVLD PHDQLQJ
´WUDLQLQJJURXQGVµLQ*UHHN ZKHUHER\V
OHDUQHGPDWKZULWLQJDQGUHDGLQJ7HDFKHUV

Architecture
+DYH\RXHYHUVHHQDSLFWXUHRIWKH6XSUHPH&RXUW%XLOGLQJ
LQ:DVKLQJWRQ'&",WVDUFKLWHFWXUHRUEXLOGLQJVW\OHGDWHV
EDFNWRDQFLHQW*UHHFH7KH*UHHNVOLNHGEXLOGLQJVZLWKPDQ\
JLDQWFROXPQV7KH\GHYHORSHGWKUHHEDVLFVW\OHVRIFROXPQV$
SODLQEXWVWXUG\WKLQFROXPQZDVFDOOHGD'RULFFROXPQ$QHYHQ
WKLQQHUFROXPQZLWKDVFUROOOLNHWRSZDVFDOOHGDQ,RQLFFROXPQ
$&RULQWKLDQFROXPQZDVDYHU\IDQF\FROXPQZLWKORWVRIFDUYHG
OHDYHVDWWKHWRS

Peloponnesian War
5LYDOU\MHDORXV\DQGKLJKWD[HVRUWULEXWHVOHG$WKHQVLQWRWKH
3HORSRQQHVLDQ:DULQ%&ZKHQWKH6SDUWDQVEHJDQWRÀJKW
WKH$WKHQLDQV7KH3HORSRQQHVLDQ:DUODVWHG\HDUV$WÀUVW
WKH$WKHQLDQVVHHPHGWREHZLQQLQJWKHZDU7KH\EXLOWDZDOO
DURXQGWKHLUFLW\DQGKDUERUVRWKHLUHQHPLHVFRXOGQRWHQWHUWKH
FLW\$WKHQVDOVRKDGDQDY\ZKLOHWKHRWKHUFLWLHVGLGQRW7KH
6SDUWDQVSHUVXDGHGWKH3HUVLDQVWRJLYHWKHPPRQH\WREXLOGD
QDY\5HPHPEHUWKH3HUVLDQ:DUVDQGKRZWKH3HUVLDQVKDWHG
$WKHQV",QH[FKDQJHIRUWKHPRQH\6SDUWDJDYH3HUVLDVRPHODQG
LQ$VLD0LQRU6SDUWDHYHQWXDOO\FRQYLQFHGRWKHU*UHHNFLW\

Trojan Horse
Have you heard the story of a horse that helped win a
ZDU"+LVWRULDQVDUHQ·WVXUHLIWKH7URMDQ:DUDFWXDOO\WRRN
place, but people have kept the story going through time. The
great poet, Homer, wrote
the “Iliad,” a poem about
the Trojan War. The Greek
cities of Sparta and Troy
went to war. Troy was one
of the cities along the coast
RI$VLD0LQRU7KHVWRU\
says the son of the king of
Troy came to see the king of
6SDUWD0HQHODXV0HQHODXV·
wife, Helen, left her
husband for the handsome
young son named Paris. He
was angry that Helen went
ZLWK3DULVVR0HQHODXV
VHQWVKLSVWRÀJKW
against Troy. The war lasted
for many years.
Finally, the Spartans

came up with a trick. They left a huge wooden horse outside
7UR\·VFLW\ZDOOV2QH6SDUWDQVWD\HGEHKLQGWRWHOOWKH
7URMDQVWKDWWKH6SDUWDQVGLGQ·WZDQWWRÀJKWDQ\ORQJHU
and that the huge wooden
horse was a peace offering.
The people of Troy rejoiced!
They thought the war was
over and took the horse
inside their city and partied
that night. Some worried
about the gift and said it
was a trick. They were right.
Thirty Spartan soldiers had
hidden inside the horse.
That night, the Spartan
soldiers crept out of the
wooden horse and opened
the city gates to let the
rest of the Spartan army
into the city. They killed the
Trojan people and burned
Troy to the ground.
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VWDWHVDQGWKH3HUVLDQVWRMRLQWKHÀJKW7RJHWKHUWKH\GHIHDWHG
WKH$WKHQLDQQDY\DQGIRUFHG$WKHQVWRVXUUHQGHULQ%&
7KH6SDUWDQVWRUHGRZQWKHFLW\ZDOOVDQGHVWDEOLVKHGWKHLURZQ
JRYHUQPHQW7KH*ROGHQ$JHRI$WKHQVKDGFRPHWRDQHQG

Famous Greeks
Aesop ³DQDQFLHQWVWRU\WHOOHUNQRZQIRUIDEOHVOLNHWKHWRUWRLVH
DQGWKHKDUH
Euclid³WKHIDWKHURIPDWKZURWHDJHRPHWU\WH[WERRN
Pythagoras ³DPDWKHPDWLFLDQZKRVHWKHRULHVDUHVWLOOXVHGWRGD\
Archimedes ³DVFLHQWLVWDQGPDWKHPDWLFLDQZKRRQFHVDLGWKDW
LIKHKDGDORQJHQRXJKOHYHUDQGDJRRGSODFHWRVWDQGKH
FRXOGPRYHWKH(DUWK
Hippocrates ³WKHIDWKHURIPHGLFLQHHVWDEOLVKHGDFRGHRI
FRQGXFWIRUSK\VLFLDQVFDOOHGWKH+LSSRFUDWLF2DWK
Herodotus ³RQHRI*UHHFH·VÀUVWKLVWRULDQVZURWHDERXWWKH
3HUVLDQ:DUV
Sappho ³DZRPDQSRHWZKRZURWHDERXWORYHDQGIULHQGVKLS

Can the Parthenon
be saved?
The famous Parthenon is in trouble. Greeks
built the Parthenon temple around 447 B.C. to
honor the goddess Athena. The sculptor Phidias
designed the Parthenon during the Golden Age
of Greece. He used more than 20,000 tons
of marble to build it. The temple was in good
shape until A.D. 1687, when gunpowder that the
Turks had stored in the temple ignited and blew
XS1RZDLUSROOXWLRQWKUHDWHQVWKHEXLOGLQJ·V
remaining 17 original sculptures. Painted scenes
depicting the Trojan War and battles with
gods and giants are almost unrecognizable. To
save the sculptures, some in Greece would like
to remove the sculptures and place them in a
museum being constructed below the acropolis
(hill) where the Parthenon is located. They want
to replace the original sculptures with replicas.
What do you think of this idea and why?

:HHNRI3DJH

Socrates

Socrates was a Greek
philosopher who lived
between 469 and 399 B.C.
He spent his life pursuing
knowledge. Socrates was
a great thinker even as
a boy. He once told his
father that a pitcher was
just an arrangement of
clay, that its use is what
gave the pitcher beauty.
Socrates spent his days
at the agora of Athens,
walking among the people,
chatting, questioning
and thinking.
Socrates said he
was different from
others because he
knew he was ignorant. He wanted to learn from others.
People nicknamed Socrates the “Great Questioner”
because he said that to learn, one must ask questions—
lots of them!
6RFUDWHV·PRVWIDPRXVVWXGHQWZDV3ODWRZKRDOVR
EHFDPHDJUHDWWKLQNHUSKLORVRSKHUDQGWHDFKHU3ODWR·V
most famous student was Aristotle. Aristotle is often
called the father of science. He used his powers of
observation to learn much about the world. As a teacher,
Aristotle also had a very famous student. The young
boy grew up to be Alexander the Great. As you can see,
6RFUDWHV·LQÁXHQFHFRQWLQXHGWKURXJKJHQHUDWLRQV
Teaching got Socrates into a lot of trouble. The Greek
government accused him of corrupting young minds and
disrespecting the religious traditions of his day. They put
Socrates on trial and found him guilty. They sentenced
him to death by drinking a cup of poison hemlock.
Socrates accepted his sentence because he believed in
the idea of trial by jury and because the jury found him
guilty. Even though Socrates had many opportunities
to escape from jail, he did not. He took the poison to
carry out the decision of the jury. Would you have done
this? Can you understand why Socrates did this? What
might have happened if Socrates, a respected citizen of
Athens, refused to accept his sentence? Would the idea
of trial by jury have survived?

Meteoras of Greece
If you travel to Thessaly in central Greece, you will come upon a spectacular
sight. Gigantic rocks rise high above the town of Kalampaka. At the tops of
WKHVHURFNV\RX·OOVHHPRQDVWHULHV SODFHVZKHUH
men dedicate their lives to God) that are known
DVWKH0HWHRUDVRI*UHHFH0HWHRUDLV*UHHN
for “to hover in the air.”
0HQFOLPEHGWKHVHURFN\SHDNVWRWU\WREH
closer to God. Back in the 11th century, monks
(holy men) used ladders and baskets to bring
supplies to the summit to build the monasteries.
The monks living in the monasteries kept the
Greek culture alive when the Turks occupied
Greece between A.D. 1453 and 1829. In
addition to their religious activities, the
monks copied hundreds of books, which they
kept in their libraries.
Until the early 1900s, the only way
to get to these monasteries was still
by baskets and ladders, but now roads
and steps have been built. Six of the
monasteries are still active.

:HHNRI3DJH

Name ______________________________________
ACROSS
1. the father of science
2. leader of Athens during its Golden Age
5. the father of medicine
6. plain, sturdy Greek column
8. Greek writing tool made of metal or
bone
9. a political and culture center in Greece
DOWN
1. hill on which the Parthenon was built
3. what Greek actors wore
4. holy men
7. poem about the Trojan War
$V\RXUHDGWKLVZHHN·VOHVVRQFLUFOHRUKLJKOLJKW
all proper nouns with any color pen or highlighter.
7KLVZLOOKHOS\RXÀQGVRPHRIWKHFURVVZRUG
DQVZHUVDQGJHWUHDG\IRUWKLVZHHN·VWHVW

Greek Origins
Lots of our words have Greek origins. For example, have you ever heard the word “tantalize”? It comes from the
Greek word “Tantalus.” Tantalus was a character in a Greek story. He tried to trick the gods, but the gods punished him
by making whatever he reached for always just out of his grasp. Another English word that came from Greek is “panic.”
The word comes from the name for the Greek god Pan, who lived in the forest. He often shouted loudly to scare away any
enemies.
%HORZLVDOLVWRISUHÀ[HVDQGVXIÀ[HVWKDWFDPHIURP*UHHNWRRXUODQJXDJH0DNHDOLVWRIVRPH(QJOLVKZRUGVWKDW
XVHWKHVHSUHÀ[HVDQGVXIÀ[HV&RPSDUH\RXUOLVWWRDIULHQG·VOLVW
-sophy (knowledge of)

________________________________________________________________

mono- (meaning one)

________________________________________________________________

-graph (write)

________________________________________________________________

astro- (star)

________________________________________________________________

bio- (life)

________________________________________________________________

tele- (far)

________________________________________________________________

-logy (study of)

________________________________________________________________

hydro- (water)

________________________________________________________________

micro- (small)

________________________________________________________________

Pretend you are the
Colossus of Rhodes (Helios)
standing proudly in the
harbor near the Aegean Sea. What do you see as
you look out in the harbor? What are some things
you hear as you stand watch? What smells do you
notice? What are you thinking about as you stand
in the harbor? Remember to check your writing for
proper spelling, grammar and punctuation.

