
The Golden Age

Who Gets the Ancient Greek Statues?

 WEEK 11 Greek
CivilizationVol. 15  Issue 2

Second Quarter  

®



Agora

School Days

Let’s Go to the Theater

Architecture

Peloponnesian War 

Trojan Horse
Have you heard the story of a horse that helped win a 

place, but people have kept the story going through time. The 
great poet, Homer, wrote 
the “Iliad,” a poem about 
the Trojan War. The Greek 
cities of Sparta and Troy 
went to war. Troy was one 
of the cities along the coast 

says the son of the king of 
Troy came to see the king of 

wife, Helen, left her 
husband for the handsome 
young son named Paris. He 
was angry that Helen went 

against Troy. The war lasted 
for many years. 

Finally, the Spartans 

came up with a trick. They left a huge wooden horse outside 

and that the huge wooden 
horse was a peace offering. 
The people of Troy rejoiced! 
They thought the war was 
over and took the horse 
inside their city and partied 
that night. Some worried 
about the gift and said it 
was a trick. They were right. 
Thirty Spartan soldiers had 
hidden inside the horse. 
That night, the Spartan 
soldiers crept out of the 
wooden horse and opened 
the city gates to let the 
rest of the Spartan army 
into the city. They killed the 
Trojan people and burned 
Troy to the ground.
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Famous Greeks
Aesop 

Euclid
Pythagoras 
Archimedes 

Hippocrates 

Herodotus 

Sappho 

Meteoras of Greece
If you travel to Thessaly in central Greece, you will come upon a spectacular 

sight. Gigantic rocks rise high above the town of Kalampaka. At the tops of 

men dedicate their lives to God) that are known 

for “to hover in the air.” 

closer to God. Back in the 11th century, monks 
(holy men) used ladders and baskets to bring 
supplies to the summit to build the monasteries. 
The monks living in the monasteries kept the 
Greek culture alive when the Turks occupied 
Greece between A.D. 1453 and 1829. In 
addition to their religious activities, the 
monks copied hundreds of books, which they 
kept in their libraries.

Until the early 1900s, the only way 
to get to these monasteries was still 
by baskets and ladders, but now roads 
and steps have been built. Six of the 
monasteries are still active.

Can the Parthenon 
be saved?

The famous Parthenon is in trouble. Greeks 
built the Parthenon temple around 447 B.C. to 
honor the goddess Athena. The sculptor Phidias 
designed the Parthenon during the Golden Age 
of Greece. He used more than 20,000 tons 
of marble to build it. The temple was in good 
shape until A.D. 1687, when gunpowder that the 
Turks had stored in the temple ignited and blew 

remaining 17 original sculptures. Painted scenes 
depicting the Trojan War and battles with 
gods and giants are almost unrecognizable. To 
save the sculptures, some in Greece would like 
to remove the sculptures and place them in a 
museum being constructed below the acropolis 
(hill) where the Parthenon is located. They want 
to replace the original sculptures with replicas. 
What do you think of this idea and why? 

Socrates
Socrates was a Greek 

philosopher who lived 
between 469 and 399 B.C. 
He spent his life pursuing 
knowledge. Socrates was 
a great thinker even as 
a boy. He once told his 
father that a pitcher was 
just an arrangement of 
clay, that its use is what 
gave the pitcher beauty. 
Socrates spent his days 
at the agora of Athens, 
walking among the people, 
chatting, questioning 
and thinking. 
Socrates said he 
was different from 
others because he 
knew he was ignorant. He wanted to learn from others. 
People nicknamed Socrates the “Great Questioner” 
because he said that to learn, one must ask questions—
lots of them! 

most famous student was Aristotle. Aristotle is often 
called the father of science. He used his powers of 
observation to learn much about the world. As a teacher, 
Aristotle also had a very famous student. The young 
boy grew up to be Alexander the Great. As you can see, 

Teaching got Socrates into a lot of trouble. The Greek 
government accused him of corrupting young minds and 
disrespecting the religious traditions of his day. They put 
Socrates on trial and found him guilty. They sentenced 
him to death by drinking a cup of poison hemlock. 
Socrates accepted his sentence because he believed in 
the idea of trial by jury and because the jury found him 
guilty. Even though Socrates had many opportunities 
to escape from jail, he did not. He took the poison to 
carry out the decision of the jury. Would you have done 
this? Can you understand why Socrates did this? What 
might have happened if Socrates, a respected citizen of 
Athens, refused to accept his sentence? Would the idea 
of trial by jury have survived?



  Name ______________________________________

ACROSS
1. the father of science
2. leader of Athens during its Golden Age
5. the father of medicine
6. plain, sturdy Greek column
8. Greek writing tool made of metal or 

bone
9. a political and culture center in Greece

DOWN
1. hill on which the Parthenon was built
3. what Greek actors wore 
4. holy men
7. poem about the Trojan War

Pretend you are the 
Colossus of Rhodes (Helios) 
standing proudly in the 

harbor near the Aegean Sea. What do you see as 
you look out in the harbor? What are some things 
you hear as you stand watch? What smells do you 
notice? What are you thinking about as you stand 
in the harbor? Remember to check your writing for 
proper spelling, grammar and punctuation.

Lots of our words have Greek origins. For example, have you ever heard the word “tantalize”? It comes from the 
Greek word “Tantalus.” Tantalus was a character in a Greek story. He tried to trick the gods, but the gods punished him 
by making whatever he reached for always just out of his grasp. Another English word that came from Greek is “panic.” 
The word comes from the name for the Greek god Pan, who lived in the forest. He often shouted loudly to scare away any 
enemies. 

Greek Origins

-sophy (knowledge of) ________________________________________________________________

mono- (meaning one) ________________________________________________________________

-graph (write)  ________________________________________________________________

astro- (star)  ________________________________________________________________

bio- (life)   ________________________________________________________________

tele- (far)   ________________________________________________________________

-logy (study of)  ________________________________________________________________

hydro- (water)  ________________________________________________________________

micro- (small)  ________________________________________________________________

all proper nouns with any color pen or highlighter. 


