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ow much do you know about your home? No, not the house or apartment
you live in—our planet, Earth. It’s big and round, and it’s where we all
live. Can you name the continents and the oceans? Do you know where the
coldest place on the Earth is found? Do you know the Earth’s largest island?
This issue will give you lots of information about your home, planet Earth!
Get in groups of six or eight and put a globe in the middle of each group.
(You’ll probably need to borrow some globes from other classrooms.) Look at the
ODUJHERGLHVRIZDWHURQWKHSODQHW'LG\RXNQRZWKH3DFLÀF2FHDQLVWKHODUJHVW
and deepest of all the oceans? See all those large landmasses? You probably
know they are called continents. Some books say there are seven continents, with
the Ural Mountains of Russia being the dividing line between Europe and Asia.
2WKHUVVD\WKLVLVRQO\RQHFRQWLQHQW(XUDVLD6FLHQWLVWVVD\WKHFRQWLQHQWVDUH
about 25 miles thick (40 kilometers). You’d need a very big shovel to dig to the
other side. Did you know the landmasses on the Earth are constantly moving?
Don’t worry, you don’t need a seat belt. The continents are only moving about 1

to 3 inches a year.
1H[WÀQG,QGLDRU,WDO\7KHVHFRXQWULHVDUHFDOOHGSHQLQVXODV$SHQLQVXOD
LVODQGWKDWLVVXUURXQGHGRQWKUHHVLGHVE\ZDWHU&DQ\RXÀQGRWKHUH[DPSOHV"
Find the water separating the state of Alaska from Russia. This is called the
Bering Strait. A strait is a narrow section of water connecting two larger bodies of
water. Can you name these bodies of water? The opposite of a strait is called an
LVWKPXV&DQ\RXÀQGDORQJQDUURZERG\RIODQGFRQQHFWLQJWZRODUJHUERGLHV
of land? Central America is probably the most famous isthmus. It connects North
and South America.
Find the European country of Switzerland. Like the states of Iowa and
Kansas, Switzerland is a landlocked area. Landlocked means it doesn’t
WRXFKDQ\ERGLHVRIZDWHU&DQ\RXÀQGRWKHUFRXQWULHVRIWKHZRUOGWKDWDUH
landlocked?
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Philanthropy and Values
Maybe you have heard the
word “philanthropy” before.
What does it mean? It describes
actions that people make for the
good of other people. What is
a value? It’s a way of behaving
that people believe is good—like
believing it’s good to be honest.
Is honesty one of your values?
2QHZD\\RXFDQSUDFWLFH
philanthropy today is to help yourself and others
learn good values. How do you learn good values?

You can learn them from your
parents and grandparents, your
teachers at school or church and
other people you trust.
You can also learn them
from people that have been
recognized for doing good
things for society. An easy way
to learn about people that have
done good things is to visit
values.com. Values.com has lots of stories and short
videos that highlight the traits that make each of

us better people. They even have billboards on the
highway to remind you about good values.
For example, you may have seen a billboard that
looks like the one shown here.
7KLVELOOERDUGLVDERXW2UDO/HH%URZQZKR
saved money from her job to send 19 kids to
college…all by herself! Wow! Isn’t that cool? You
can learn about lots of other people who practice
philanthropy at values.com. Be sure to look for
more of their “billboards” on Page 4 of Studies
Weekly this year. We think they’re so cool we want
to remind you to check them out!
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Planet Earth
Continental Drift Theory

was lots of other evidence too. A species of earthworm was found
in South America and South Africa where the two continents may
Look at a map of the world. It kind of looks like a giant jigsaw
SX]]OHGRHVQ·WLW"&DQ\RXÀQGVHFWLRQVWKDWPLJKWÀWWRJHWKHUOLNH have been joined. A fossil of a tree-like plant called Glossopteris
was found in the areas that made up Gondwanaland. Similar coal
a puzzle?
was found in areas of North America and Europe. Fossilized
Alfred Wegener was one man who was very interested in the
tropical plants in Antarctica and glacier evidence in India suggest
Earth’s jigsaw puzzle look. He was a geologist (scientist who
that these landmasses were at one time in different climate areas,
studies the Earth) and a meteorologist (scientist who studies
weather). Wegener had an idea called the Continental Drift Theory, closer to the equator.
Most people didn’t think much of Wegener’s theory. Why? They
which said a supercontinent existed about 200 million years ago.
didn’t
believe continents could plow through water and move.
He named the supercontinent Pangaea, meaning “all Earth.”
There weren’t instruments available yet that could detect such
Wegener’s theory said that as the continents moved over time,
movement. Wegener died in 1930 on an expedition to Greenland’s
Pangaea broke apart into what Wegener called Laurasia and
ice cap searching for more evidence to prove his theory. He never
Gondwanaland. From Laurasia came North America and Eurasia.
From Gondwanaland came South America, Africa, India, Australia lived to see his theory given much credit.
But in the 1950s, Wegener’s theory began to get another look.
and Antarctica. Wegener searched for evidence to support his
New fossil evidence continued to suggest the theory may be
theory.
,WGLGQ·WWDNHORQJWRÀQGVRPHHYLGHQFHWKDWPDGHKLPEHOLHYH FRUUHFW1HZSKRWRJUDSKVRIWKHRFHDQÁRRUVKRZHGULGJHVRU
chains of mountains, which was evidence that continents move.
he was right. For example, there were many similar fossils on the
Another theory, the plate tectonic theory, later helped explain how
coasts of South America and Africa. Wegener reasoned that there
ZDVQRZD\IRUWKRVHDQLPDOVWRFURVVWKHODUJH$WODQWLF2FHDQDQG the continents could move. Think about a soft-boiled egg. Think
South America and Africa must have been joined at one time. There of the Earth’s crust (the tectonic plates) as the shell. The white

Atlas
7KH$QFLHQW*UHHNVKDYHPDQ\VWRULHV
FDOOHGP\WKV7KHVHVWRULHVH[SODLQHG
things in nature the Greeks didn’t
XQGHUVWDQG2QHP\WKH[SODLQHGZKR
KHOGXSWKHVN\DQGNHSWLWIURPIDOOLQJ
$WODVZDVRQHRIDJURXSRIJLDQWV
FDOOHG7LWDQV+HDQGKLVIHOORZ7LWDQV
IRXJKWWKH*UHHNJRGVDQGORVW7KH
chief Greek god, Zeus, punished the
7LWDQV$WODV·SXQLVKPHQWZDVWRKROGWKH
VN\XSRQKLVVKRXOGHUVIRUHYHU
2QHGD\DIWHUPDQ\\HDUVRIKROGLQJ
XSWKHVN\$WODVKDGDYLVLWRU+LVQDPH
ZDV+HUFXOHV+HUFXOHVZDQWHGWRÀQG
some special golden apples, and he asked
$WODVLIKH·GWHOOKLPZKHUHWKH\FRXOG
EHIRXQG.QRZLQJWKHVHFUHWORFDWLRQ
$WODVWKRXJKWKHFRXOGWULFN+HUFXOHV
into taking his job, freeing him from his
DSSOHVDQGEULQJWKHPWRKLP+HUFXOHV
SXQLVKPHQW$WODVWROG+HUFXOHVWKDWLI
DJUHHGEXWZKHQ$WODVUHWXUQHGZLWK
Hercules held the sky, he’d get the golden WKHDSSOHV$WODVVDLGKHZRXOGQ·WWDNH

EDFNWKHVN\+HUFXOHVVDLGKROGLQJWKH
VN\ZDVYHU\XQFRPIRUWDEOHDQGDVNHG
$WODVLIKH·GÀQGVRPHWKLQJWRXVHDVD
SDGWRFXVKLRQ+HUFXOHV·VKRXOGHUV:KHQ
$WODVUHWXUQHGZLWKDSDG+HUFXOHVDVNHG
$WODVWRWDNHWKHVN\IRUDPLQXWHDVKH
DGMXVWHGWKHSDGRQKLVVKRXOGHUV7KH
PLQXWH$WODVWRRNWKHVN\EDFN+HUFXOHV
WRRNWKHDSSOHVDQGOHIW
7KHVWRU\VD\V$WODVHYHQWXDOO\
WXUQHGWRVWRQH+HEHFDPHWKH$WODV
0RXQWDLQVLQQRUWKZHVWHUQ$IULFD7KH
$WODV0RXQWDLQVDUHDERXWPLOHV
ORQJDQGDUHLQWKHFRXQWULHVRI$OJHULD
7XQLVLDDQG0RURFFR7KHKLJKHVWSRLQWLQ
the mountain range is the Toubkal peak,
ZKLFKLVDERXWIHHWWDOO,WLV
ORFDWHGLQ0RURFFR
The word for a book of maps is an
DWODV7KHZRUGFRPHVIURPWKHZRUG´WR
VXSSRUWµRUIURP$WODVWKH7LWDQ
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:HHNRI3DJH

$V\RXUHDGWKLVZHHN·VOHVVRQORRNIRU
SURQRXQV&LUFOHRUKLJKOLJKWVXEMHFWLYHSURQRXQV
LQ\HOORZSRVVHVVLYHSURQRXQVLQJUHHQDQG
REMHFWLYHSURQRXQVLQEOXH &&(/$/

inside is the Earth’s mantle. The plates move around on the soft
mantle. The Earth’s liquid core is like the yolk of the egg. New
LQVWUXPHQWVGHWHFWHGPRYHPHQWDQGFRQÀUPHGWKDWFRQWLQHQWVGR
move. Some move up to a couple inches a year. Africa is moving
toward Europe, pushing the Mediterranean Sea as it does. North
America is moving toward Asia. Lower California is moving
northwest, away from the rest of the continental United States.
+DZDLLLVPRYLQJFORVHUWR-DSDQ

Planet Earth Facts
,I\RXOLNHKHLJKWVWKHQ0RXQW(YHUHVWLVIRU\RX,WLVWKH
highest mountain in the world at 29,208 feet (8,848 meters) high.
In 1953, Edmund Hillary, a New Zealander, and Tenzing Norgay,
D6KHUSDZHUHÀUVWWRUHDFKWKHVXPPLWRI0RXQW(YHUHVW6LQFH
then, more than 5,000 people have attempted the climb, and 2,500
have made it. More than 200 people have died trying to get to
the top.
,I\RXFRXOGPRYH0RXQW(YHUHVWWRWKHGHHSHVWSRLQWRQ
Earth, you’d have to dive more than a mile underwater to see it.
That’s because the deepest place on our planet is the Mariana
7UHQFKLQWKH3DFLÀF2FHDQ,QÀOPPDNHU-DPHV&DPHURQ
went down into the trench, touching bottom at 35,803 feet (10,912
meters). That’s almost seven miles deep.

Which is better —
a map or a globe?
Which do you think best represents Earth: a map or
DJOREH"7KDWGHSHQGVRQZKDW\RXZDQWWRXVHLWIRU
$JOREHPRUHDFFXUDWHO\UHSUHVHQWVWKHVKDSHDQGVL]H
RIWKHFRQWLQHQWV$PDSFDQGLVWRUWWKHVKDSHDQGVL]H
RIFRQWLQHQWVEXWLVEHWWHUIRUQDYLJDWLRQ)RUH[DPSOH
ORRNDWDPDSDQGÀQG*UHHQODQG1RZFKHFNWKHVL]HRI
*UHHQODQGRQDJOREH,WGRHVQ·WORRNQHDUO\DVELJDVLW
GLGRQWKHPDSGRHVLW"*UHHQODQGFRYHUVVTXDUH
PLOHVLWLVWKHZRUOG·VODUJHVWLVODQG,QFRPSDULVRQ
$XVWUDOLDLVDERXWPLOOLRQVTXDUHPLOHVDQGLVD
FRQWLQHQW
)DVW)DFWV7KHFRXQWU\ZLWKWKHODUJHVWDUHDLV5XVVLD
LWLVDERXWWZLFHWKHVL]HRIWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVDQGLVRQH
of two countries spread across two continents, Europe
DQG$VLD 7KHRWKHUWUDQVFRQWLQHQWDOFRXQWU\LV7XUNH\ 
9DWLFDQ&LW\ZKLFKLVOHVVWKDQVTXDUHPLOHVLVWKH
ZRUOG·VVPDOOHVWFRXQWU\7KHHQWLUHFRXQWU\LVLQVLGH
5RPH,WDO\

The First New Map of
the World
Martin Waldseemuller was a cartographer born in Germany
LQ$FDUWRJUDSKHULVDSHUVRQZKRPDNHVPDSV0DSV
KHOSXVÀQGORFDWLRQV:DOGVHHPXOOHU·VZRUOGPDSIURP
ZDVWKHÀUVWPDSWRXVHWKHWHUP$PHULFDIRUWKH
FRQWLQHQWVORFDWHGRQWKHRWKHUVLGHRIWKH$WODQWLF2FHDQ
:DOGVHHPXOOHUVHOHFWHGWKHQDPH$PHULFDDIWHUH[SORUHU
$PHULJR9HVSXFFL9HVSXFFLZKRZDVDOVRDFDUWRJUDSKHUZDV
WKHÀUVWWRVKRZWKDW&KULVWRSKHU&ROXPEXVKDGQRWUHDFKHG
$VLDDV&ROXPEXVKLPVHOIKDGEHOLHYHG,QVWHDGKHKDG
GLVFRYHUHGDFRQWLQHQWSUHYLRXVO\XQNQRZQWRWKH(XURSHDQV
,QODWHUPDSV:DOGVHHPXOOHUUHPRYHGWKHQDPH$PHULFD
DQGFDOOHGWKHODQG7HUUD,QFRJQLWD ´XQNQRZQODQGµ LQVWHDG
Some say he had second thoughts about naming the land after
9HVSXFFL+RZHYHUVLQFHPRUHWKDQPDSVKDGDOUHDG\
EHHQSULQWHG´$PHULFDµVWXFN2QO\RQHFRS\LVNQRZQWRH[LVW
RI:DOGVHHPXOOHU·VPDSWKDWXVHVWKHQDPH$PHULFD,WZDV
IRXQGLQDFDVWOHLQ*HUPDQ\LQ,QWKH86/LEUDU\
RI&RQJUHVVERXJKWWKLVPDSIRULWVFROOHFWLRQ
This map, called the First New Map of the World, had
PDQ\ÀUVWV,WZDVWKHÀUVWPDSQRWSULQWHGLQDERRNEXW
DVDVHSDUDWHGRFXPHQW,WWRRNZRRGEORFNVWRSULQWWKH
ODUJHPDSWKDWVKRZHGWKHHQWLUHFRDVWOLQHRI$IULFDIRUWKH
ÀUVWWLPH:DOGVHHPXOOHU·VPDSZDVDOVRWKHÀUVWWRVKRZWKH
3DFLÀF2FHDQ7KLVLVYHU\LQWHUHVWLQJVLQFHWKHPDSZDVPDGH
VL[\HDUVEHIRUHH[SORUHU9DVFR1XQH]GH%DOERD´GLVFRYHUHGµ
the ocean for Europeans and 15 years before Ferdinand
0DJHOODQ·VMRXUQH\:DOGVHHPXOOHU·VPDSDOVROLVWHGWKH
ORFDWLRQRI=LSDQJUL -DSDQ $OWKRXJK0DUFR3RORZURWHDERXW
WKHLVODQGQDWLRQQR(XURSHDQKDGVHHQ-DSDQSULRUWR

Cartography
+DYH\RXHYHUORRNHGDWDPDSDQGZRQGHUHGZKRPDGH
it? People who make maps are called cartographers, and
FDUWRJUDSK\LVWKHDUWDQGVFLHQFHRIPDSPDNLQJ%HFDXVHRI
LWVVW\OHDQGSUHFLVLRQPDSPDNLQJLVERWKDQDUWDQGDVFLHQFH
&DUWRJUDSK\KDVHYROYHG FKDQJHG RYHUWLPH,QDQFLHQWWLPHV
SHRSOHGUHZPDSVRQZDOOV7RGD\ZHFDQDFFHVVPDSVHDVLO\
WKURXJKDFRPSXWHU(DUO\PDSPDNHUVKDGOLWWOHWHFKQRORJ\WR
help, and oftentimes maps were distorted and
LQDFFXUDWH ZURQJ 0RGHUQPDSPDNHUV
KDYHWKHDELOLW\WRXVHKLJKWHFKWRROV
OLNHVDWHOOLWHVWRPDNHYHU\DFFXUDWH
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQVRIORFDWLRQVRQ(DUWK
There are many cartography
FRPSDQLHV/RRNDURXQG\RXUFODVVURRP
DQGORFDWHDPDSRUWZR7KHQWU\WRÀQG
the name of the mapmaking company
SULQWHGRQWKHPDS
Now that you know more about
mapmaking, the next time you or your
parents use a map to go somewhere,
you can thank those hard working
cartographers for helping you get to
where you need to go!

:HHNRI3DJH

Name _________________________

Across
2. someone who studies the Earth
5. the theory that suggested the Earth once had a
supercontinent
6. a book of maps; a Titan
7. name for the supercontinent
8. a narrow strip of land connecting two larger landmasses
9. the country with the largest area
10. scientist who came up with the Continental Drift Theory
Down
1. scientist who studies weather
3.:DOGVHHPXOOHU·VPDSZDVWKHÀUVWWRVKRZWKLVRFHDQ
4. a cartographer born in Germany in 1470
$V\RXUHDGWKLVZHHN·VOHVVRQFLUFOHRUKLJKOLJKW
DOOSURSHUQRXQVZLWKDQ\FRORUSHQRUKLJKOLJKWHU
7KLVZLOOKHOS\RXÀQGVRPHRIWKHFURVVZRUG
DQVZHUVDQGJHWUHDG\IRUWKLVZHHN·VWHVW

Latitude and Longitude
Latitude and longitude were
FUHDWHGWRKHOSÀQGORFDWLRQV
RQ(DUWK/LQHVRIODWLWXGH
run east and west, while lines
of longitude run north and
VRXWK2IFRXUVHWKHUHUHDOO\
aren’t lines running across the
FRQWLQHQWVRURFHDQV7KH\·UH
only on maps and globes to help
SHRSOHÀQGDEVROXWHRUH[DFW
ORFDWLRQV
The line at 0º latitude
GLYLGHVWKH(DUWKLQWRWZR
KDOYHVRUKHPLVSKHUHV
KRUL]RQWDOO\7KLVOLQHLV
WKHHTXDWRU7KH1RUWKHUQ
+HPLVSKHUHLQFOXGHVHYHU\WKLQJ
QRUWKRIWKHHTXDWRUDQGWKH
Southern Hemisphere includes
HYHU\WKLQJWRWKHVRXWK7KH
HTXDWRUFURVVHVSDUWVRI6RXWK
$PHULFD$VLDDQG$IULFD
The line at 0º longitude cuts
the Earth into two hemispheres
YHUWLFDOO\7KLVOLQHLVWKH
SULPHPHULGLDQ(YHU\WKLQJ
east of the prime meridian is in
the Eastern Hemisphere, and
HYHU\WKLQJZHVWRIWKHSULPH
meridian is in the Western
+HPLVSKHUH7KHSULPH
meridian crosses parts of Great
%ULWDLQ)UDQFH6SDLQ$IULFD
DQG$QWDUFWLFD

If you’d like to make any editorial
comments about our paper, please
write to us at
feedback@studiesweekly.com.

/RRNDWWKHPDSRIWKHZRUOG2Q
which continent or body of water would
you be if you were at these coordinates?
A. 45º N Latitude, 90º W Longitude

B. 30º S Latitude, 150º E Longitude
C. 0º Latitude, 30º E Longitude
D. 15º S Latitude, 90º E Longitude
E. 30º N Latitude, 30º W Longitude
F. 75º N Latitude, 45º W Longitude

Want to do something pretty
cool? You can go to Greenwich,
England, and stand on two
KHPLVSKHUHVDWWKHVDPHWLPH$WWKH2OG5R\DO
2EVHUYDWRU\DW*UHHQZLFK\RXFDQVHHWKHSULPH
PHULGLDQ<RXFDQVWUDGGOHWKHOLQHDQGVWDQG
on both the Eastern and Western hemispheres
DWWKHVDPHWLPH<RXFDQDOVRVWDQGLQWZR
different hemispheres (Northern and Southern)
LQ4XLWR(FXDGRU7KHHTXDWRUUXQVWKURXJKZKDW
LVFDOOHG0LWDGGHO0XQGR PLGGOHRIWKHZRUOG 
,PDJLQH\RXDUHLQRQHRIWKHVHSODFHV:ULWHD
postcard to someone explaining where you are and
KRZLWIHHOVWREHVWDQGLQJRQWZRKHPLVSKHUHV
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2QDZRUOGPDS*UHHQODQGORRNV
pretty big. Why is it the world’s largest
island and not a continent? Did you
know the world’s longest river is the
Nile River? Can you locate the country
ZKHUH\RXÀQGWKDWULYHU"'R\RX
know that the world’s largest desert
LVFDOOHGWKH6DKDUD"&DQ\RXÀQGWKH
continent where the Sahara Desert is
located?
Planet Earth is a beautiful and
exciting place—shared by about 7
billion people. It’s our home, and it’s
time to learn more about it.

